
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE WORK SESSION 

 

November 12, 2007 

 

The committee of the whole work session of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools 

held on Monday, November 12, 2007, was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by President Johnson in the 

Professional Development Center of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She 

welcomed an audience of 25 people and all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present:  Tom Eddy, Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Wendy Mazer Deb 

Polderman, and Dale Posthumus 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Jennifer Whistler 

 

President Johnson opened the meeting for citizen comments. 

 

Mr. Mark Anthony Martin, 10519 Dandale St., a citizen, discussed Groupthink which a decision 

making process and volunteered his services to the District to sit on a facilities committee.  He also 

discussed traffic flow issues, going “green” to reduce energy usage, and several other suggestions. 

 

Mr. Bob Schafer, 7667 Cobblewood, a citizen and parent, discussed facilities, traffic flow issues, and 

audio-enhanced classroom suggestions. 

 

Mrs. Sarah Baker, 5769 Stoney Brook, a citizen and parent, thanked the Board of Education for their 

courage to bring these Bond Proposals forward.  She commented on how proud she is to live in this 

community and what a positive step this is for Portage Public Schools. 

 

President Johnson opened the meeting to comments or communications from the Board. 

 

Mr. Eddy informed the audience that due to the successful Portage Athletic Foundation Golf 

Outing, the PAF will be issuing $10,000 to each high school and $2,000 to all three middle schools.  

He commented on appreciating all the comments about facilities and reminded the audience this is 

preliminary until funding is established.  He discussed being a proponent of “green” construction, 

classroom design, and what would best serve the taxpayers. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys commented on the increased voter turnout, agreed with the Superintendent’s earlier 

comments that the Board did a good job of listening to the community when constructing these 

Proposals and will now focus on being fiscally responsible in the design.  She informed the 

audience she attended the 2007 Michigan Association of School Boards Fall Conference and 

suggested the Board have the opportunity to discuss Policies prior to the MASB Fall Conference in 

2008 in order to provide input.  Mrs. Kurdys informed the audience she has completed her 100 

level Certified Boardmember Award (CBA) classes required for Board member certification. 

 

President Johnson thanked the Board for listening to the community and establishing two strong 

Proposals, the administration building, building administrators, and staff for answering questions, 
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holding numerous presentations, and continually providing information to the community.  She 

also thanked the hundreds of volunteers who worked so hard to garner support.  She acknowledged 

how grateful she was and thanked the students for conducting tours, going door to door, assisting 

with mailings, and writing letters in support of this effort.  She offered thanks to the community for 

their support indicating their survey response mirrored their vote. 

 

There being no further comments, President Johnson moved to the discussion portion of the 

agenda. 

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, acknowledged and introduced the 

Business Manager, Mrs. Karla Colestock.  Mrs. Colestock in turn introduced the auditor from 

Rehmann Robson, Mr. Stephen Blann.  Mr. Blann discussed information related to the 2006/07 

Audit Reports: the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, the Single Audit Report, and 

Management letter.  Mr. Noverr responded to questions from several Trustees. 

 

The Director of Assessment and Student Information Systems, Mr. Dan Vomastek, distributed 

updated information, summarized the results of the November 6
th
 election, comparing the results to 

the February election, and responded to questions. 

 

Superintendent Wells commented that the Bond passage spoke to how the Board listened to the 

community. She expressed her gratitude to staff and students for their efforts and stated that the 

District will work diligently to be good stewards of these funds.  She discussed the accounting 

process, design teams at each school, and the focus on maintaining communication with the 

community through our web site, the weekly Portage Gazette page, and parent newsletters.  She 

indicated that the District Advisory Council members, who are the key links to each building will 

be asking, “What does it mean to you to do this right?”  The District’s goal is to address critical 

needs as fiscally responsibly as possible. 

 

President Johnson informed the audience the December 17
th

 Board meeting will be a work study 

rather than a regular meeting in order to address numerous academic topics.  She commented on 

receiving inquiries from the community pertaining to bids, utilizing local contractors, and 

companies.  President Johnson reminded the community the District is already using a local 

architectural firm and construction manager and the Facilities Committee has noted these concerns. 

 

Mr. Eddy discussed the local approach to the Bond and that the Board has the right not to use the 

lowest bidder in order to utilize local providers.  He reminded the audience of the multiple factors 

that also must be taken into consideration. 

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, Mr. Ric Perry, discussed the Northern High Spanish 

Club request for permission to plan a trip to Costa Rica from June 23 to July 1, 2008.  He further 

explained that the first of three trip payments is due on November 20
th

, prior to the regular Board 

meeting, thus the need to move on this request tonight.  There were questions and comments 

pertaining to contracts, liability, vaccinations, home stay, and the travel agency.  The audience was 

also reminded that no District funds are being used for this trip.   
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A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the request for permission 

to plan the Northern High School Spanish Club trip to Costa Rica from June 23 – July 1, 2008 be 

moved to an action item.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of Education 

approve the request for permission to plan the Northern High School Spanish Club trip to Costa 

Rica from June 23 – July 1, 2008.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Perry also led a discussion pertaining to the Northern High French Club request for permission 

to plan a trip to France.  Though the trip dates are not yet specific, students will depart during the 

week of June 23, 2008 and return 10 days later. 

 

Mr. Vomastek shared achievement data and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) information and 

explained why the report had not been released.  He confirmed all District schools met AYP with a 

grade rate of A or B.  President Johnson commented that Community High did not meet 

requirements last year and asked if they did this year.  Mr. Vomastek confirmed they did not.  

Superintendent Wells added the District is looking at this information in relationship to best serving 

Portage students and reaching every child. 

 

The Director of Curriculum and Professional Development, Ms. Denise Bresson, presented 

background information regarding a potential textbook adoption that the Curriculum and 

Instruction Council (CIC) planned to review this month.  Mrs. Kurdys inquired about parental 

involvement in the process, beyond those serving on the CIC.  More questions followed pertaining 

to other items: the process for approving supplemental materials, opting out, the math pilot and 

physical education proposal.  Superintendent Wells, Ms. Bresson, and Mr. Perry responded to 

questions. 

 

Mr. Perry updated the audience on Challenge Day activities being planned for Central High on 

December 10-13 and added volunteers are needed for this event.  He encouraged individuals to 

contact the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kim Lummis, if interested in participating in this anti-bullying 

program.  Northern High has scheduled their Challenge Day for February 2008 and Community 

High participated in this exercise last year.  Mr. Perry answered questions about feedback, opting 

out, volunteers, and added expenses are covered by a grant. 

 

Mr. Perry, serving as the President of the International Baccalaureate Schools of Michigan 

(IBSOM), reported on the recent International Baccalaureate Symposium in which 140 people from 

33 schools participated in one or more of three different sessions. 

 

President Johnson presented the following Policies for discussion: 8010, Board Trustee 

Professional Development; 8240, Board Trustee Compensation; 8510, Board of Education 

Meetings; and 8570, Minutes of the Board of Education Meetings.  There were numerous 

questions, answers, and comments, from all Trustees and Superintendent Wells.  The Trustees 

discussed leaving Professional Development coverage at the 100 level courses for the new 

Trustees; allowing coverage for one class and conference per Trustee beyond their certification 

level; keeping Trustee meeting compensation set at $25 per meeting but waiving the compensation 

for the 2007/08 year; altering the time the Board Meetings commence; and continuing official 
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minutes as in the past until the Policy Committee provides a review..  President Johnson noted the 

Policy Committee will review Policy 8570 more thoroughly and provide a recommendation to the 

Board.  Mrs. Kurdys shared concerns with the October 8, 2007 minutes and will contact the 

Recording Secretary and Superintendent Wells for further review. 

 

President Johnson again opened the meeting to citizen comment. 

 

Mr. Michael Stephani, 6383 Rothbury, a citizen and parent, shared concerns regarding 

inappropriate supplemental reading materials recently used in the class of his 9
th

 grade honors 

English student. 

 

Mrs. Amy Stephani, 6383 Rothbury, a citizen and parent, inquire about District checks and 

balances that are in place to keep this type of material from reaching other students. 

 

Superintendent Wells offered deepest apologies and assured that the anthology would be removed 

from library shelves while an investigation into their concerns takes place.  She asked Mr. Perry to 

follow-up with Mr. and Mrs. Stephani and President Johnson echoed the Superintendent’s 

comments. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 


